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HALMATURUS GREYI, Gray. 
Grey’s Wallaby. 


Upper HALF or A MALE AND HEAD or A FEMALE, OF LIFE-SIZE. 


THE name of Sir George Grey must always be conspicuous in the annals of Australian 
history, whether we regard this enlightened and valuable public servant as an explorer or 
a ruler; and, for my own part, I am much gratified that so fine a species as the present 
should have been named in honour of the present Governor of New Zealand. 

The Halmaturus Greyi, if not so beautiful as the H. manicatus, is very little inferior in 
this respect to that species. It will be seen that, while the forearm is as short as in 
that animal, the black colouring of the fore feet is not so sharply defined, and that 
on the tips of the ears this colour is wholly or nearly absent. South Australia is the 
native habitat of this fine animal; it therefore inhabits that part of the country lying 
between the eastern and western parts of the continent. Those who are not well versed 
in the Mammals of Australia may perhaps consider the variation in the shades of colour 
above mentioned insufficient to constitute a species; but I can assure them that such is 
not the case. The H. Grey: is further distinguished from both the H. ruficollis and H. 
manicatus by having a more-lengthened-hairy or shaggy coat, by its nearly white tail, and 


generally lighter colouring. 
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HALMATURUS GREYI, Gray. 
Greys Wallaby. 


Halmaturus Greyii, Gray, List of Mamm. in Brit. Mus., p. 90. 
Macropus (Halmaturus) Greyi, Waterh. Nat. Hist. of Mamm., vol. i. p. 122. 


Tuis fine Wallaby was first sent to this country from South Australia by His Excellency Sir George Grey, 
after whom it was named. It is a species quite distinct from every other, but is perhaps most nearly allied 
to the Halmaturus manicatus, an animal inhabiting the country farther to the westward. Its powerful and 
finely proportioned hinder extremities, contrasted as they are with its slender and diminutive fore-arms, 
are indicative of a structure adapted for rapid movements, and, in strict accordance with this view, we find 
that it is one of the most fleet and agile members of its race. Its favourite places of resort are flats near 
the sea-shore, particularly low sand-hills and opeu grounds, where the surface is bare and unbroken, to 
which is doubtless to be attributed the circumstance of its claws being more attenuated and spine-like 
than those of any other species. In size the Æ. Grey? rather excceds the 77. manicatus, but it is less than 
H. ruficollis and H. Bennetti. 

Mr. Strange informs me that he met with this animal ** between Lake Albert and the Glenelg. "The kind 
of country in which it is found consists of large open plains intersected by extensive salt lagoons and 
bordered by piue ridges. On fine sunny days it is to be found in the salt-water scrub around the lagoons 
and amid the long grass of the plains. I never saw anything so swift of foot as is this species: it does not 
appear to hurry itself until the dogs have got pretty close, when it bounds away like an antelope, with first 
a short jump and then a long one, leaving the dogs far behind it. In wet weather it confines itself to the 
sand-hills. I have had twenty runs in a day with four swift dogs and not succeeded 1n getting one." 

The description of this animal by Mr. Waterhouse from Sir George Grey's specimens so closely accords 
with my own, that I cannot do better than give it in his own words :一 

“ General colour pale ashy brown, slightly tinted with ycllowish; the pale tint of the upper parts 
of the body is produced by the mixture of white with pale rust-colour and black, the visible portion of 
each hair exhibiting these colours; on the under parts of the body the hairs are of a pale buff-yellow 
colour externally, and pale grey at the root; the head is grey above, obscurely tinted with rufous, and 
this latter tint is also observable ou the back of the ears, as well as on the neck; immediately behiud 
the naked tip, the muzzle is dusky black above, but the black hue is almost immediately blended into 
the general grey tint; on the sides of the muzzle are three longitudinal bands, of which the middle one, 
representing the ordinary pale cheek-mark, is pale yellow ; the upper one almost black, but slightly pen- 
cilled with whitish, and the lower one is somewhat suffused with brownish ; ears well clothed internally 
with rich yellow hairs, but they are rather narrowly margined with black at the apex; externally, the black 
extends downwards from the point for about half an inch ; behind the eye is a yellowish spot; the chin and 
throat are tinted with fulvous, and there is a greyish spot on the former; the chest is greyish ; below the 
chest the fur has a pale rusty grey hue; the arms are grey-white at the base, and of a very pale fulvous 
colour, or fulvous white beyond, aud the hands are of the same colour, but the fingers are black, and the black 
extends slightly beyond the base of the fingers; the hind legs and feet are coloured in the same manner ; 
the thighs are somewhat greyish externally at the base, and the toes are black, with the exception of the 
long hairs which cover the nails, which are brownish ; tail well clothed with hairs of a very pale grey colour, 
washed as it were with yellow on the upper parts and brown-white beneath ; a considerable space at the apex 
covered with long dirty yellowish hairs." 


feet. inches. 


Length from the nose to the root of the tall . . . . . . . . 2 8 
"EEUU UMEN. — X. ee. EOM. 9? 85 
y: ,, tarsus and toes, including the nail . ..... x. 94 
= „ arm and hand, including the nails . . . . . . . . 62 
55 » face from the tip of the nose to the base of the ear + 
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The head and fore-arm represented in the accompanying Plate are of the natural size, while the entire 
figures in the other are much reduced. 


